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From The BIC family

It is that time of the year again. We yearn to get back home, to
admire the lazy grace and the spectacular womanhood of our beautifully
decked up home towns. And, we still don’t grow out of that feeling. We
try our very best to tranform the virtual and digital pujo as close to
realilty as posible. So what if our Shastthi through Dashami lasts less
than 48 hours. So what if we seldom get to dress up in Indian clothes,
and if even when cursed by Fall weather, we still live through every bit
of these moments and never get exhausted clicking photos with the same
idol every year.

As we celebrate the October festivities, we would love to send
our wishes to the lesser priviledged both back home and here in
Chicago. The money collected from selling water bottles and a part of
the profits from the event will be donated to the ‘Kailash Satyarthi
Foundation’ and ‘Binapani Ashram’, Shantiniketan. This year we will
also have a winter clothes donation drive on both days. The clothes will
be donated to a nearby homeless shelter/Salvation Army.

Without hard work off stage, it is impossible to pull off anything
on stage, especially in an event of this magnitude! A big thank you to our
team who have relentlessly worked hard to make this happen. Special
shout out to our advertising team for their superlative efforts this year
and to our sponsors who have been very generous in supporting us over
the years. Thanks to UIC for continuing to provide the space for this
event. Warm regards to our faculty mentors for their invaluable
guidance. Last but not least, thank you all for supporting us graciously
even when we were off the mark, applauding us for our achievements
and helping us grow each year. Let our parar pujo unravel with great
food, decorations, dance, music and lots of fun.

You can take the Bengali out of Bengal, but never Bengal out of the
Bengali!
And, don’t forget to read our magazine Porijayi, like our Facebook page
and follow us on Instagram!

Bolo Durga Mai ki...

- Indrani & Raktima



From the Editor’s Desk

‘Memories’: what we are
- Saurja DasGupta

When | started ‘Editor’s desk’ two years ago, I promised myself
that |1 would structure it in the lines of a small essay. The purpose was to
share some ideas that | thought were important at that time. The topics |
wrote about reflected my current state of intellectual exploration. With
just over a month left in the city, |1 decided to break my promise. |
decided that | should write something on memories. While we celebrate
memories with an air of affectionate nostalgia, | feel we rarely treat them
with the respect they deserve. Maybe some of you might find their own
memories scattered throughout this incoherent string of thoughts.

We exist in memories. Our very actions would feel unjustified
without the stockpile of memories-both old and new. Therefore, we
operate within a mesh of conscious and subconscious memories. But
sometimes you catch them in a very different mood, and that is when you
realize what they mean to you. | recently took a trip down this rabbit-
hole during packing. Packing to leave Chicago, for good.

Not the one to be unnecessarily attached to people or things, |
decided to get rid of all the paper in my apartment first. And there was a
lot to get rid of - lecture notes from five years ago, scribbled nameless
phone numbers, narcissistic autographs in violent repetitons, my first TA
evaluation, ideas jotted down that would get me my next great
publication, some superfluous (and morbid) realizations about our
mortality, and of course many unfinished poems aborted before they had
any literary rights to exist. Most of what | found were discarded ideas,
redundant compliments...things that I passed on for something better.
Surrounded by scraps of paper, I suddenly felt claustrophobic; too much
of the past does that. | stepped out to the fire-escape for some air, but it
was freezing. Looking down on the same dirty, jagged and rodent
infested lane, I realized that I still hadn’t escaped the clutches of those
discarded papers. Now they had taken the form of my neighborhood.
Those blunt traumas of everyday life, when nothing feels new and
everyday is a rehash leaves indelible marks on us. The stairs we climb,
the same buttons we press everytime we get on the elevator, the same bus
we take to work...Later that day I was standing next to the river, with a



looming Trump tower in front. Chicago was lit up like fireflies in a dark
dream. | wanted to feel nostalgic; | was leaving all of this behind for a
new city. But I couldn’t. A tiny voice in my head told me-‘it’s déja
VU...everytime, everywhere.” ‘What, why?’, 1 asked. The answer, my
answer to myself, chilled me to my bones (or was it the Windy City’s
cold embrace?) —“BECAUSE IT IS STILL - YOU’.

That is what memories are really. Nothing special or spiritual or
even that important. They are manifestations of who we are. In that sense
Chicago has now become a tiny part of who I am (and who we are).
Some of us have had our first intimate embrace in the bowels of this
broken yet beautiful metropolis, some of us have tried to put ourselves
together after a bitter breakup; some of us used wine, some poetry, some
got a bit too drastic. It is 2018, but we have remained all too human. The
relentless waves of Lake Michigan have kept telling us in their familiar
cadence — ‘Child, there is more, there is always more’. Some of us have
battled emptiness while some have reveled in raucous company. Some of
us have had their first illegal high, while some have been struck dumb by
news of the passing of a close friend back home. Some of us have
regularly felt that the world has failed them. But we have cried the same.
Our pillows and bedsheets know stories that even our closest confidants
will never know. The city streets knew the restlessness in our hearts,
when we felt we could do so much more, and the sky knew to amass its
grey clouds when we gulped some Nyquill and said sorry to our potential
success. The sky also knew that we would give the world another shot
the next day. Why do you think the sun shows up everyday? Does the
city have memories too?

My grocery cart was full of stuff | was about to throw out. Shoes,
pencils, fraying clothes, dirty bedsheets, mugs with broken handles...As
I was about to empty the cart into the military green dumpster, | saw a
woman walk past with an identical grocery cart stuffed with a motley
collection of items. | could see a half-opened can of Campbell’s soup
peeping from underneath a pile of blankets. She waved at me with a
satisfied smile in her face-lI noticed her worm-eaten teeth for some
reason. By the time she turned the corner, | was on my way up, feeling
lighter, having transfered a large part of my years in Chicago to the city’s
‘Streets and Sanitation’ department. My cart had held my discarded past,
the woman’s on the other hand, held her future.

Before I knew it | was rushing down the stairs once again to the
dumpster. What if | left something behind?
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SUNDARBANS

Fish Bazar
Meat & Grocery
Certified Zabiha Halal Meat

frozen Fish, Halal Meat - Bangla Audio/Video
Bangladeshi Sweets

- Phone Cards & Much More

0B 16409 Bel, Chicago, L 60645| Omar

our-oo Tel: (173) 7644780 [Farug

Delivery available !!
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Terribly tiny thoughts

- Souvick Chatterjee

2008, Kolkata: I was watching Durga Pujo in USA in ABP Ananda.
2018, Kolkata: I am watching Durga Pujo in USA in ABP Ananda.

Somehow in those 10 years, SATCT FofI?[TGT became AfGF TS,
Thanks to BIC.

2018, Hebbal Durga Pujo, Bangalore: Random person shouting on
microphone “SIFOAI (F TIF, YR (NS JJH G FIOL R,

Me (random passer-by to witness Bangalore puja): Seriously! some
names know no geographic boundaries.
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Home
- Debolina Basu

Home is when you walk in after a fruitful day
You shout out to Adi to remove your shoes,
take off your socks and jacket as soon
as you are back from work and his day-care.
then home becomes that cozy corner
where you sit on the same sofa everyday
with a cup of tea and muri-chanachur
and cast YouTube on TV.

You stare out at the big, old tree
and the pond and with that big sign
and endless possibilities...

You open the patio door where Adi
runs outside with his football.

You rest your back.

Watching him play and enjoy
in his own little world makes you happy.

You turn around and pick up his toys
and set the living room in order,
Home is where you rush to the kitchen
at the end of the day to make dinner.
Home is where you Whats app video call
your parents who live far, far away.
Where you relish your ice cream on a Friday
with ‘coke studio’ on TV
and sleep in on a Saturday.

Home is that time when you pick up that book
and get immersed in another world,
reshaping perspectives through literature.
Where Adi creates his world of make-belief
and you can be lost in yours...

Home is where you are at peace.
Home is where you feel complete.

E. N. Adi is the poet’s three-year old son
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Introducing newest Indian restaurant
in_your meighborhood

INDIAN
Restaurant

Chicago IL 60607
. 312-766-SIRI (747

— www.sirichicago.co

pT .ﬁ 1520 W. Taylor St “ IL
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The Wait
- Avik Roy Chowdhury

When breathing became a mountain
The ocean blew life.
A precocious wave,
Hiding tornados of melancholia,
Comes crashing on me.

From the shells of anonymity
There arises a heart wrenching mourn-
How far have you travelled?
How much more is left,

Till you find peace?

As a stifling darkness sighs
And releases the burden of the day onto the sea,
The last traces of the sun
Leave behind the black of your eyes,
Across the stoic canvas of the horizon.
The waves kiss my feet.
Drag me away to a mythical continent-
Where the intoxication of mirth numbs agonies of the past,
The kaleidoscope of new memories
Fade the old ones off their black, blue and red.

Shipwrecks lead to fairy tales there,
Magic pills immune you from attachments-
Love stories -fleeting and easy,
Pleasures pouring out of shot glasses,
With possibilities plated like sushis.

Yet | sit here, right now, by the sea,
Transported to that one still afternoon of forbidden love,
Isolated, insulated from the revelries overflowing the bars,
While the carousel of the world
Rises and falls and waltzes to its own tune around me.

As | succumb to the watch of the watchful eye,
Promises of a new life lose meaning.
Instead, | make a new resolve-
Waiting for love to come, by the shores of the Michigan,
Transcending time and mortality; forever.
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Meaning of Life
- Aritra

To all the life on Earth
All standing with a breath
All with a life
All with a soul
All with a purpose-

Make the world a better place
Through innovation
Through inspiration
Through invention

Until Earth’s last breath

My Teacher
- Vikram
My teacher loves to teach
Her dress is always peach
I think she loves the beach
Because she always gives a speech
Some say she likes to preach
But I think she likes a bit of each
And she likes to wash clothes in bleach
Can you believe she also likes to screech ??
But | love her as my teacher loves to teach !!!!

E. N. Let’s wish the best to these young and budding poets.



Another City
- Magpie

A group of teenagers had just picked up their dinner from the

roadside deli. The glass door had a hideous yellow sticker with the
words-‘Deli-King: Chicago’s favorite’ on it. Some thought that it was
indeed the shop’s vain claim to be the best deli around, while others
guessed that it was named after Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Most people
didn’t give a...well, back to the boys. Two of them were really tall and
muscular with broad shoulders and long braided hair. They were wearing
the Bulls’ jersey-Morrey in blue and Ronnie in red.
No they didn’t play basketball. They were rappers. Or least they thought
they were. They had performed together as the rap-duo - ‘Morronns’and
they weren’t that good. The skinny one, Ray was the youngest in that
group; he had just graduated high school and applied for college. And
that was one of the many reasons he was picked on; his skinny frame and
quiet disposition didn’t help matters. Ray didn’t mind though; he had
been through much worse.

It was getting dark; Ray wanted to get home soon. These streets
were familiar; Ray had grown up here. He had known these bylanes,
these nooks and corners from the time he was in his mom’s stroller,
trying to figure out the world around in his own tiny way. Shawna had
Canny with her whenever she brought little Ray along. The timid canine
gave her confidence.

Canny was dead, Ray didn’t feel sad anymore. Ray had seen many others
go...his best friend Mikey; Ray was just ten. A drunk driver ran him over.
He was taken to the hospital, but they couldn’t save him. He had heard
later that no formal complaint was lodged. Mikey’s family had moved
out of the neighbourhood half a year later. They lived in the north side
now, some said.

“Well they had been meaning to get out of here for some time now—and
with the cash they got from that ... just made things easy.”

Ray couldn’t believe Ronnie; there was no way to find out so he started
forgetting again. Then there was Martha. Marty was like an elder sister to
Ray. She worked as a nurse at the Engelwood Center for Children. Ray
had read his first book at Marty’s place. It had been his personal library
for a long time. Martha was a young widow. She had found out just one
year after her wedding that her husband was a member of the local gang.
She couldn’t leave him because of that, but he could, in fact he did.
Rather easily-with a deep bullet wound in his head and dagger to his ribs.
They found his body in the dumpster. The old lady who found him
suffered a heart attack. She died two days later.



Ray was walking back. The ‘Morronns’ had headed for the
beach. This was an impotant week for him. It was now or never. When
he emailed the admissions office last month, they said that they had
already sent out the offers for the fall, which meant he didn’t get in. Then
someone had told him that they mail offers with financial aid at the very
end, which had kept his hopes alive. Ray liked to hope for the better, for
the best. He knew, at this young age that reality was almost always
unpleasant; the present sucked but hoping for a better future always
brought a smile to the world. So he had taken off on his bike to
Evanston, feeling a bit of Lake Michigan inside him and in a couple of
hours, he was standing in the admission office of Northwestern
University. Every time he was in the campus he felt that this was where
he really belonged. To be able to browse the bookshelves of the Seeley
Mudd, or even to sit by the lake and think for a while without having to
listen to dissonant tunes or non-stop streams of nonsensical words had
been a dream. This was his future. His trip had not been in vain; the nice
lady at the office had assured Ray that they hadn’t dispatched the
scholarship letters yet. Ray was sure his letter was somewhere in that
pile.

But that was two weeks ago and according to their last email
they had finally sent out all the letters. Tomorrow was Friday, so it had to
be tomorrow. He decided that he would check tomorrow, first thing in
the morning; he was hopeful. But before that he still had one last thing he
needed to do. Ray was glad this was finally over. His college would be
his refuge...he reached under his shirt and pulled out an off-white
envelope as he silently slipped inside a narrow lane. He could see a
throbbing orange light at a distance and he knew that was his destination.
He reached the light with hurried steps. A torch light fell on his face and
he saw the guy holding the torch. It was Max today.

“Where is it?”

“Here in the envelope...as usual”, Ray replied to the husky voice.

Max opened the envelope, looked inside and with a mild click the narrow
lane was completely dark again, except for the orange flicker of the
cigarette, now on the ground. Ray knew his job here was done and he
turned around, ready to leave.

“Hey Ray, tell your brother to skip town for the weekend, okay? Coppers
all over the place this week.”

With this Max was gone. Ray nodded in the dark; there were too many
things in his mind right now. A part of him didn’t want to warn his elder
brother Jerry. He deserved to be caught. He was the reason his mom had
been fired from her jobs. The shame had dissipated after a while but the
fear remained. Jerry was also the reason Ray could go to a good school,



dream about going to college and eventually med-school. The only thing
Ray was required to do was to deliver ‘envelopes’ to certain people from
time to time and ask no questions. Jerry had promised that this was the
last time. After this Ray would be a college kid! He even promised to
pay for college, although Ray knew better than to trust Jerry’s promises.
Ray reached home with a mind clouded with thoughts and heart still
thumping against his chest.

Another night was slowly descending on the ‘most dangerous
neighbourhood in Chicago’. The recent article with the same title had
stirred up the city. Some of the interviewees had been threatened. The
police had become more proactive; shootings and even petty street
robberies had gone down significantly. Some called this the calm before
the storm. A young boy was trying to reach home as fast as he could...he
had to see his mother. At a distance he could see a splash of blue and red
and as he approached the cars he could hear sirens. There were five cop
cars parked at weird angles all over the intersection but there was no one
around. The boy had to cross the intersection to reach home or he could
turn right from the next block. Probably best. He walked ahead toward
the next block...an explosion shook the sky. The boy fell down. He was
quick to identify the sound- a gunshot. This was bad; he had to get away
fast. Someone was shouting through a megaphone but he had no time to
listen. He put on his hoodie and started running.

“No one moves, I repeat-no one moves.”

A volley of bullets rained on the cars from the dark. The boy was
oblivious to all this. He clutched the off-white envelope in his pocket and
kept running.

“You’re surrounded, come out with your hands over your heads.”

“Sir, someone’s trying to escape!”

Two gunshots later, the police discovered that the boy who was
trying to escape was dead with a bullet in his arm and one in his back.
His right hand was in his pocket, clutching an off-white envelope. This
could be the evidence they needed. A pair of gloved hands carefully
flicked open the blood-stained envelope to find a piece of paper inside,
unsullied by blood. It was a letter, the seal said - ‘Northwestern
University-Weinberg College of Arts and Sciences.” The letter read-
“Dear Mr. Wilson, Congratulations! It is my pleasure to offer you
admission to the Class of 2022 at the Weinberg College of Arts and
Sciences, Northwestern University. This opportunity to join one of the
most outstanding student bodies in the country comes in recognition of
your academic and personal achievements....”

The sirens were still blaring.
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Cultural Programme

Saturday 20" October, 2018
(Emcees for the day: Moumita and Aurobinda)

We start things off for this year’s BIC Durgotsav with a traditional
dance performance by Pratistha Bannerjee who opens our cultural
evening by celebrating Devi Durga— Aigiri Nandini.

Remember those sentimental afternoons when it drizzles outside and
pours inside? Arpita Saha sings Brishti paye paye.

Get ready to clap and sing along; some familiar tunes your way.
Brought to you by Abhishek Natta with Tamal Roy providing the
music.

Swarvanu Sanyal, a BIC veteran breathes life into words with his
rendition of the poem, Africa.

BIC official announcements.

One of the pillars of BIC’s cultural wing, our theater collective —
Natyashala is here with a tale of twisted pasts, masked identities and a
terrible night of psychological torment. Welcome to the eye of the
storm where the past, present and future meld into a grotesque souvenir
of broken humanity. This year’s NATOK — Shesher Shuru.

The team of Wriddhi Chakraborty, Sourav Dutta and Soumyadip
Ghosh are ready to belt out some popular numbers. Audience
participation is mandatory.

We are all familiar with Malubendu Jana and his eloquent delivery.
Our most consistent performer is back this year with his passion for
poetry.

Let’s relax for a while into a Boitthoki adda mood. Moinack Mondal
brings together Tamal Roy, Debajyoti Saha and Saurja DasGupta
for a few minutes of chitchat, poetry and songs.

Let us return to the sways and grace of a dance performance by
Parama Dasgupta.

Our friends in the rockgroup, FTS have returned with a setlist of heart
thumping hits to close things out for the day. Stand up and let go. Let’s
end today’s festivities with a bang!



Sunday 21t October, 2018
(Emcees for the day: Debolina and Rashmi)

We have a jam-packed schedule for Sunday as well.

Our very own Debasmita Paul will inaugurate day 2 with a dance
performance reminding us why we are here today.

Mithun Saha is up next with his version of Majhi Re.

More singing, this time by Dolon Saha.

Nandini Chakraborty takes us to the realms of rhythm and rhyme
with Sankha by Rabindranath Thakur.

We are always discussing how our world is devolving into an
unrescuable mess. To convince you that we ARE leaving the world in
creative, responsible and sensitive hands we present this year’s BIC
Kid’s Corner. Hosted as always by Pratiksha, this year’s programme
will feature a dance by Ria, Rahul and Mishka, violin by Aritra, two
dance performances by Archismita and Ahira, and Oishi and Itoshi, a
song by Aishani and finally a closing dance performance by Vivek and
Ishani.

Let’s get back to adulting. Annapurna Banerjee, Amitabha
Mukhopadhyay and Ratika Kunder will keep the ride going with a
song.

Parnali Dhar has a dance performance for us, next — Pindale Polasher
Bon.

You were waiting for them, and after setting fire to the Chicago Bangla
folk music scene, they are here. BIC welcomes Ochin Pakhi to our
family.

As always, we end with some pure, unadulterated masti. A topsy-turvy
dance number by Raktima Dasgupta, Aurobinda Laha, Neelabjo
Manna and Pratistha Banerjee. Maybe there is a message to take
home at the end. Don’t hesitate to join in.



We have our very own t-shirt this
year, again!! Still sounds exclusive?

A IN CHICAGO

Get one at the registration desk, and
keep us In your memories



Restaurants Banquet: upto 275 guests

Catering \Li‘[ Weddings
Carry- out u  of Grdin Special Events
Baby Showers Custom Menu
Birthdays & Anniversaries Packages for all Ocassions
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The Best Indian Restaurant In Town
Silver Platter Award Winner, Voted #1 Favorite Indian
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223 E. Roosevelt Rd. L.ombard, IL 60148
Tel: 630-627-4411, www. viceroyofindia.com
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Order online www.gurusoundz.com
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DJSANDYMAN

f FACEBOOK: DJSANDYMANUK
5] INSTAGRAM: DJSANDYMANMUSIC
YOUTUBE: www.youtube.com/user/MrGURUSOUNDZ




