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Coronavirus
Aritra Jana
With the new variants seeming endless,
It is a result of the fact that it can quickly adapt.
It is a raft ---
That has never sunk.
It has also turned the wave;
With the spike proteins changing,
And the new variants ranging,
With some being more severe,

As a result of being able to evade the previous
known receptors.

By doing so, it has started the process of evolution.
And soon the world will have devolution.

There is the death of neurons,

As the symptoms act like pawns,

With the lungs being taken down,

With the overflow of dead cells,



The coronavirus dwells.
Soon, all that has been made is lost.

The cytokine storm is what is deadlier than the virus
itself,

And it is triggered by the response to the virus,
As it fails to recognize the self,

It ends up doing more damage in the long run.

New Education
Aritra Jana
New education must be able to foster intellectuals,
As well as the new technocrats.
From the many and not from the few,

The new education is one that is based on the
change in the mode of production.

Where the current cannot be relied on,
Rather, the new must be relied on.

With the development of the cultural changes,



As well as the new assertion of a national identity,
It can bring together many groups;

As it is the one that is based on the new cultural
revolution,

And when this is further combined with other means
of revolutionary progress,

From the culture to the national identity,

And to the vanguard as well as to the technical
progress,

It is further combined with total modernization,
And new emancipation,

Which is able to create a new nation,

This is the nature of the new education system,
Where the goal is to provide critical thinkers,

Which, in turn, will eventually stamp out reactionary
thought among the upper echelons of the society,

And get rid of pity,
And as the class struggle moves ahead,

The investment will end up paying off,



As it can create a new generation

Of the very intellectuals,

As well as remake the service sector,

This time, being filled mostly by the new generation,
That was created through new education,

With the service sector no longer having
unnecessary professions that only exist because of
profit,

And others are demonized because it will not bring
profit.

The role is reversed,

With the intellectuals making up the new middle
class,

As well as the new mass,

Which is born through the grass.
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Give yourself permission
Sree Sen
to hyper-ventilate
guestion the meaning of life
chew on your nails
fight with your beloved
look up at the sky & wonder —
how the amygdala
can process emotions

welling up in your abdomen, an appendix ready to
burst at a moment's notice

be kind to your lonely self, anxious self, deranged
self, overeating, binge-drinking

binge-watching self, over-achieving self
do what you've been planning but haven'’t yet

grow plants, spray paint, bake desserts in a rusty
oven argue with the mirror

make plans A, B, C, D & then E, or don’t forgive
yourself for wallowing



for sudden tears at the long-forgotten sudden anger
at years lost in a frenzy of doing more, being more

now give yourself permission on this gentle day,

a gentle wave of breeze whispering that spring
follows winter, year on year

COFFEE | TEA | PASTRIES

COFFEE STUDIO

*/
ART | CULTURE | COMMUNITY
. "—‘-‘. /

747 S. Western Ave.
Chicago, IL 60612

www.musecoffeestudio.com @musecoffeestudio
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Agomoni

Pooja Das

The earth smells the aura of jasmines,
That fragrance of her divine presence,
Autumnal wind that kisses her feet,
Whispered to us her descending steps,
From her beloved Kailash, to this earth,
Where her children dwell.

Eyes that hold the ocean of kindness within,
The mother who holds the universe in her arms,
From a distance, | heard the gentle breeze,
The sounds of Dhaks tuning into rhythms,
Clouds move slowly with their wings,

And breezes are cold with swings.

She paints her hands, full of hope,
The world is suffering from illness,

She is here to take away the darkness.
Even Mother Nature is welcoming her to come,
Let’'s open the door of happiness, Maa Durga is

coming to her home.
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One Frame at a Time
Suhail Dutta

The world around her seemed to pass by as if in a
blur. Her eyes darted from one side to another hardly
noticing the early morning rush for coffee and
sustenance that the patrons of the café hoped would
last them through the day. Oblivious to the countless
eyes that stared at her perspiring face askance, her
heart raced at a million miles a minute. People often
have a difficulty in sorting out conflicts between
conscience and rationale. In her case both told her
not to do what she was about to. She had no conflict.
She had no choice either. Her frying pan had caught
fire.

She was over three hours late. Night had fallen.

"Miss Melanie. Right on time, as always."

"Thank you, George. | assume my brother is already
here?" said Melanie Porter as she stepped onto the
finely woven Persian carpet that laced every inch of
her father's mansion.

"Yes, miss Melanie. You know Master Richard. He is
an avid believer in being punctual”, the sixty-seven-
year-old butler replied. The hint of acerbity in his
voice gave away his favorite among the siblings, as



did his look of disapproval at her discolored hoodie
with obscene images on it, and jeans that seemed to
have holes caused by filth rather than fashion.

"All right then." Melanie looked around, comparing
her father's affluent living room to her filthy motel
room which had almost become a permanent abode.

"Yes. Follow me, please.”" George led her through a
countless number of rooms and passages. It was her
first time there. She could swear she saw a few
paintings that would fetch millions. As a shift leader
on the security detail of the New York Art Museum,
it was her job to know how valuable pieces of canvas
with paint could be. That was before her drug
problem kicked her out, of course.

"Miss Melanie, Sir. Should | leave now?" George
said, showing her into the room occupied by her
father and stepbrother.

"Yes, George. Go home for the night now. And take
the weekend off. | need to have a few days alone
with my kids." The old man spoke feebly from his
bed.

"As you wish, Sir" George bowed and left.



Harold Porter looked at his daughter, scrutinized her
from head to toe, and said, "There she is. | see you
haven't changed much since | bailed you out. The
silk scarf seems like a nice addition, though."

Melanie’s lips tightened. Her father could not resist
making snide comments about her life choices. But
then, which parent wouldn't? A compulsive gambler
and a drug addict in rehab, Melanie had made some
reckless decisions, including one where she almost
drove over a policeman who had pulled her over for
driving drunk. Her only sources of income were the
drug rounds she made in her neighborhood, often
stealing some for herself.

"My two favorite men in the world" Melanie
countered her father's jibe with a one of her own. She
looked at the handsome young man seated on the
bedside and did a double take. True, she had never
bothered to keep in touch, but in his expensive attire
and his confident demeanor, she could hardly
recognize the young boy she used to call her brother.

"Hello Melanie. It's been what? Fifteen, sixteen
years?” Richard spoke. She couldn’t even recognize
his voice.

“I wouldn't know, Richard. When did you last
convince your father to throw me out of the house?”



Melanie retorted, recalling the colossal sense of
betrayal she had felt, all those years ago.

Richard smirked. Their father coughed and said.
“Now, you two. | don’t want you to bring out your
personal problems here. | have called you here for a
very specific reason.” He tried to sit up, groaned a
few times, then decided to give up, and continued
from a prone position. “My health, as you are
probably not aware of, is fading. | may not have
much long to live. So, | need to decide how my
assets must be taken care of, when I'm gone. All of
the thirty-one million dollars.” Melanie’s eyes
sparkled. She could do with the money. Unpaid
debts and loans, in cash and kind, were breathing a
financial fire down her neck. She HAD to convince
her father to give her the bigger half.

She was drawn out of her thoughts by her father’s
voice. He hadn't stopped talking. “Now, Melanie, |
am aware of your financial and... well, other
troubles.” Her eyes shone further. “But...I think...” he
started coughing violently and shaking, unable to
complete his sentence. His last sentence.

Richard arose rapidly. “Dad?” Harold's eyes were
rolling, and he was foaming at his mouth. The
shaking grew worse. Melanie drew closer, her eyes
aghast with what they were witnessing. Her hands



were limp in shock, unable to help Richard in trying
to delay the inevitable. Her father was dying.

And all she could think about was his money.

Melanie sat outside the fateful room and mulled
things over in her head. She was amazed that she
felt no grief at her father's demise. But her father’s
last words had thrown her hopes into turmoil. ‘But...I
think’. It meant that he wanted to divide everything
up between her and that oaf whom she had to call
her sibling. Melanie’s brain did not like that at all.

She got up and peeked into the room. Richard was
sitting on the chair. Sobbing softly to himself. Any
sister, blood, or step would have offered a hug, at
the very least. She had other ideas. ldeas that
resonated in the eerie silence of the huge vacant
mansion, inevitably ending in the numerous blunt
and sharp objects lying around and the grief-stricken
brother mourning in the next room. He seemed so
helpless. So weak. So naive. He probably didn’t
even need the money, Melanie thought to herself.

She looked around, her eyes scanning the room for
anything that she could use for her nefarious plan.
Her eyes settled on a statue of a monk, with an
unnaturally sharp edge. It seemed to have been
meant to catch her eye. She picked it up and glanced
back inside. Richard was staring at her, his eyes
unbelieving of the fact that she was not mourning. It



did not faze her as she set the little statue back on
its stand. For now, she thought to herself.

Because all she could think about was the money.

The night grew darker. Melanie stood in the
darkness, softly pulling on a set of gloves. Not
leaving fingerprints behind was something she had
developed a skill for. Her fingers gripped the knife
that her brother himself had used to cut up some
fruits a few minutes ago. He had gone up to bed, still
unable to gather himself together. She, of course, did
not help. For a successful lawyer in Manhattan, he
seemed to lack a spine, she thought.

She slipped out of her shoes and slowly climbed the
stairs. She knew where her stepbrother was. She
needed to ensure he was asleep. She was amazed
that she felt no anxiety, no apprehension. She felt
oddly calm as she crept up to the fateful room and
moved inside, careful not to make any untoward
sounds. The moonlight came through the open
window and lit up his silent body on the bed as he
lay, unaware of the world around him. She tiptoed
closer to the bed till she was right next to him, lifted
the knife and stabbed it into his flesh.

The moment her hands stabbed him, she felt a
strange sensation coursing through her veins. She
felt numb and unable to move. Her hands started



trembling and it was with an extreme intricacy that
she pulled the weapon out. She stumbled out of the
room and somehow managed to stagger into her
own. She cleaned the blood from her hands and the
stains from her trembling fingers. She felt tears roll
down her cheeks. Unintentional involuntary tears.
The gravity of the deed that she had performed hit
her like a train.

All she could feel was guilt.

Morning came and she still felt unable to move from
the position she’d been in for the previous four hours.
Curled up in a ball on the floor. The tears still flowed,;
the guilt still hurt like the knife wound she had
inflicted. It had all seemed so easy to steel herself
before performing the heinous act. The plan had
seemed perfect, the implications on her, a minimum.
Now it seemed like she was stuck in a labyrinth from
which she could not escape.

All she could think about was the moment when her
hand deliberately drove the knife in. Finally, her
practical side took over. She gathered herself and
got dressed, careful to dispose of the gloves, but not
the blood-stained knife. For her plan to work, the
knife was essential. She wrapped her silk scarf
around her neck and proceeded outside. The few
people who were up and about at that early hour
stared at her askance. Her disheveled hair and her



perpetually sweating face drew many unfriendly
looks. She decided to calm herself down with some
coffee. There, she told herself. That was a sensible
decision. She sat in the cafe, sipping her coffee and
staring out of the window. The blood-stained knife
lay next to her handbag, covered with her blue silk
scarf. Her mind wandered from one course of action
to another. Her guilt told her to confess and turn
herself in. Her mind told her that all she had to do
was turn in the knife as evidence to the police and
her case would be conclusive without doubt. This
was the only way that she could stop her brother
from getting a share of the money she needed. The
only way she could...

Her phone chimed. She jumped at the sound,
knocking off an elderly lady’s coffee. It was a
reminder of a text message from the previous day.
She hadn’'t had a chance to even unlock her phone
in the tumultuous past twelve hours. She opened it.
Her bank statement read that her father had
transferred thirty-one million dollars to her account.

Three blocks away, Richard Porter sat in a bar with
a blood-stained little statue of a monk in one of his
gloved hands.
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SUNDARBANS

Fish Bazar

Meat & Grocery
Certified Zabiha Halal Meat

Frozen Fish, Halal Meat - Bangla AudioVideo
Bangladeshi Sweets

- Phone Cards & Much More
OPEN

i 0409 . Bell, Chicago, L 60649
on-oo Tel: (173) 7648780

Delivery available !!

Omar
Farug




Reminiscences
Srinjoy Ganguly

Lending an ear to Birendra Krishna Bhadra’s rendition
of “Mahisasura Mardini” at the break of dawn on
Mahalaya every year is indeed a transcendental
experience.

Typically, the most defining feature of the experience
entails one waking up earlier than usual to gather in a
commune and hear the 90 minute composition that
has managed to capture the Bengali community’s
unequivocal attention for more than 8 decades now.
My experience differs though and | need to thank my
unorthodox body clock for it. | prefer sleeping after
having heard Mahalaya at the juxtaposition of the end
of one day and the beginning of another. | can’'t
describe in words the magic that | witness every time
when the evanescent darkness gradually makes way
for BK Bhadra’s sonorous vocals; words which turn
fluid to suffuse the milieu thereby enabling me to
willingly surrender to its warm embrace.

The familiar has its distinctive charm.

I must make a confession here though — This ritual
didn’t seem terribly profound to me when | lived in
Calcutta. It seemed more a preserve of mere
symbolism than anything substantive. The last six
years’ exile has actually helped me discover a new
meaning to it. Given that | plan my yearly calendar
from one Durga Pujo to another (like any other
guintessential Bong), Mahalaya for me is like a bugle
call signifying homecoming. It is precisely the



“familiar”, which | earlier alluded to, that | want to seek
when | visit Calcutta. The fact that many others single
out this one window of time every year to engage in a
similar exercise does definitely help. Pujo is after all
as much about the unplanned as it is about the
planned, right?

I'd like to use an example to explain what | mean.

As we all know, Maddox Square’s defining feature is
that, on Ashtami evening, it is like a timeless melting
pot for everything Calcutta is perhaps the biggest
draw for someone who cherishes his roots. While |
can take comfort in knowing that I can always count
on my tribe to have my back in the present, running
into an old face without notice has a charm of its own.
While the extent of social intercourse thereafter can
range all the way from bumbling bonhomie to merely
a furtive glance, this interaction has a greater
significance. You are endowed with a vista to revisit a
shared past and look back with wonder, therein
sparking a profound realization.

Rationalizing that the universe probably conspired to
arrange different elements of my past at the same
place and at the same time (instead of an infinite
other permutations) does endow me with a sense of
comfort. Prima facie my circumstances might have
drastically changed; but | am probably just a stone’s
throw away from where | originally started out.
Knowing that | can go back whenever | want to helps
make the future seem less domineering.

The familiar can indeed be very empowering at times.



Getting back to normal now

Vikram Konkimalla (9 years)

This year has been a year of getting back to normal for
school children So what does this mean? This means
back to school and back to a normal student life attending
school, completing class assignments, attending extra-
curricular in school activities and playing during recess.
This makes school really exciting for me because we get
to see old and new faces though all in masks which is the
new norm. Sometimes it feels weird that | cannot
recognize the faces of my friends. We also have to be
completely engaged in class and not fall asleep! This is
because the teacher can see everyone face to face. Alas!
No more hiding from the camera or the video on google
meet. We cannot escape anymore or be in our own
dreamworld. Getting up early is another new routine that
takes time getting used to after those long snuggles with
parents and easy wake up during the COVID times. How
much | miss the extra time under the blanket and the
snuggles from my parents each day; this will always be a
fond memory of my virtual learning experience last year.

Life is tough now with wearing masks all the time now in
school. The new rules state that we cannot take it off to
chat with friends or socialize with them. The only relief
comes during lunch times when we can take off masks
and have some quiet and soft conversations with friends
without the reminders about masks. The usual sound of
kids chatting away has now been replaced by low voices



and | can feel the change in scenario. It took some time
for me to master using low voices as | am always very
loud and love to chitter chatter. And further we are
reminded about maintaining a distance between us!
Sadly, hugging our friends in the morning and a quick
high five are no more acceptable or allowed. So, how do
we greet our friends now?? We elbow each other and
that's the new norm of saying hello in school.

So, does this make school interesting? Yes of course! |
am a proud member of our school musical band where |
have joined as a saxophonist. Saxophone helps me to
create music with my mouth. Itis quite a heavy instrument
but creates magical sound and so far, | have learnt to play
it well; The lasting impact that it leaves on the listener is
what motivates me. My school has been welcoming and
has done a wonderful job in keeping us safe and yet
allowing us to bond in different ways that allow us to
maintain our friendships and create memories. | am
loving school so far ... it feels so hormal now

While | am enjoying school there are a few things that |
miss. | especially miss Posto and Dal for lunch now that |
eat in school. | also miss the rich Rohu fish dish which my
mom would feed me during lunch and oh! the spices
would leave such a lingering taste in my mouth not to
mention the delectable Rasgullah as a treat after lunch!

So, this year during Durga Pujas, | will pray to Ma Durga
that with her grace we will have a mask free school life
and freedom to do anything that we want to do in the



coming year. After all isn’t it high time that we had our full
faces shown — those lit up eyes and smiles that make us
and others feel so welcomed.

Chirantan Chakraborty
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Life happened...Love did not!
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sorry.”
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“I am not sure how to leave him because of two
reasons: for whatever he has done for me and for
there is no one who could love me like he does.”
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“But | don’t love him. How do | tell him about Sai
Sir? | want to be with him only. We have a divine
musical connection.”
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“I'm Sorry....”

“For What?”

“For loving you too much,

For missing you....

I'm sorry for wanting to see you everyday,
For always thinking about you before going to
sleep....

For feeling upset if | don't see you....

For wanting to be on your side....



I'm sorry for wanting to make you HAPPY.....
For wanting you to be part of my life....

For trying to make you smile....

For dreaming about you everyday....

I'm sorry for replying back as quick as possible....

I'm sorry for getting mad, sad and jealous....
I'm sorry for being just a simple game....

I'm sorry for thinking that you loved me....
For annoying you with my calls and messages....
I'm sorry for caring about you....

I'm just....

Sorry for every single mistake | made.”
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Life happened yet again, but love didn't.
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